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 John Merline  April 25, 2019April 25, 2019 3 Minutes
The number of uninsured climbed by 1.4 million from 2016 to 2018, according to a report out last week
from the Congressional Budget Office. Naturally, this led those on the left to blame the Trump
administration for its Obamacare “sabotage.”

But the data in that report — which was released on the same day the Mueller report came out and
largely ignored — tells an entirely different story.

All of the increase in the uninsured over the past two years — all of it — is the result of the massive rate
increases Obamacare’s mandates and regulations caused. According to the Health and Human Services
Dept., premiums in the individual insurance market doubled from 2013 to 2017. They shot up again in
2018.

For those eligible for Obamacare subsidies, the rate increases were meaningless. The amount they had to
pay didn’t change much, and in many cases went down.

But for the millions of middle-class Americans who buy insurance coverage on the individual market
and aren’t eligible for Obamacare subsidies, the result has been financially devastating.

The CBO report shows the impact (h�ps://www.cbo.gov/system/files/2019-04/55094-
CoverageUnder65.pdf), plain as day.
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verage through an Obamacare exchange increased by 100,000. The number enrolled through
Obamacare’s Medicaid expansion climbed by 700,000.

And, thanks to the booming job market under President Trump, the number of people ge�ing coverage
through work climbed by 2.2 million over those two years.

But the number of people in the unsubsidized individual insurance market? From 2015 to 2018, it
plunged from 9.7 million down to 6.2 million — a 36% decrease.

Before Obamacare went into effect, there were more than 10 million people buying insurance on their
own, without any government subsidies, according to the Kaiser Family Foundation.

Yet, incredibly, when Sarah Kliff at Vox.com (the self-proclaimed “explanatory news” site) looked at the
same report, (h�ps://www.vox.com/2019/4/19/18507540/cbo-uninsured-rate-obamacare) she tried to
blame the Trump administration for the increase in the uninsured.

“America’s uninsured rate is rising under President Trump, whose administration has passed new rules
that make it more difficult to enroll in coverage,” she begins.

Kliff goes on to say that “much of that increase (in the uninsured) is concentrated in the Medicaid
program, where the Trump administration has approved new rules like work requirements that can
make it more difficult for low-income Americans to enroll in the program.”

https://www.vox.com/2019/4/19/18507540/cbo-uninsured-rate-obamacare
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That is completely false. Those work requirements Kliff points to apply only to those enrolled through
the Obamacare-expanded Medicaid program. And only a handful of states have even tried to implement
them. What’s more, enrollment in the Obamacare-expanded part of Medicaid is up by 700,000 since
2016. That’s a 6% increase.

As the CBO data make clear, enrollment in the regular Medicaid program declined by 1.1 million over
those years. But this had nothing to do with any work requirements, and was more likely because these
people didn’t need to be on the dole anymore.

So, in short, while Obamacare succeeded in making millions of people dependent on the government for
health insurance, it’s done so at the expense of middle-class families who were specifically promised
relief from high insurance costs.

In this light, the Trump administration’s a�empt to make truly affordable options available to these
middle-class families — through short-term plans and association health plans — looks more like
humanitarian relief effort than an a�empt to “sabotage” Obamacare.

Issues & Insights is a new site formed by the seasoned journalists behind the legendary IBD Editorials page.
We’re just ge�ing started, and we’ll be adding new features as time permits. We’re doing this on a voluntary basis,
because we believe the nation needs the kind of cogent, rational, data-driven, fact-based commentary that we can
provide.

Be sure to tell all your friends! And if you’d like to make a contribution to support our effort, feel free to click the
Tip Jar (h�ps://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_bu�on_id=2WDX2USNUHCLJ) over on
the right.
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6 thoughts on “CBO Report: 1.4 Million Lost Health
Insurance Since 2016 — And Obamacare Is To Blame”

Stephen Heafey says:
April 24, 2019 at 5:52 pm
This is an accurate assessment of the impact and outcome of Obamacare. My wife’s all encompassing
insurance was around 450.00 per month in 2017…today it is 2011.00 per month with a more
restrictive policy. Next year it goes to 2700.00 per month…and this is simply a health insurance
POLICY….the deductibles and co_pays are on top of that. Only those who have no actual experience
are in favor of Obamacare.

Reply
Shawn Patrick says:
April 25, 2019 at 12:31 am
Wow I thought I had it bad but your wife’s situation is ridiculous. My previous insurance
provider stopped offering policies in California 5 years ago. I was forced to go from a $300/month
PPO to a $400/month HMO with Kaiser. Last year my rates had climbed to $550/month and will
climb to $675/month this year. I’ve been looking at going to a higher deductible plan, but either
way I’m ge�ing hosed.

Reply
mjazzguitar says:
April 24, 2019 at 10:17 pm
After obamacaяe, do we really want the Democяats tampering with our health care coverage again? 
Re-elect president Trump in 2020!

Reply
Fred Ward says:
April 25, 2019 at 7:12 am
Not one thin dime!

Reply
Cathy Garvey says:
April 25, 2019 at 12:28 pm
This is correct, premiums are unsustainable, taxes on premiums are monumental, Medicaid
expansion is creating even more tax increases. In short, this legislation is doing what they designed it
to do – FAIL – so they can impose a single payer system on us. Us, not them.

Reply
Marilyn Renee says:
April 26, 2019 at 1:01 pm
The Affordable care act made healthcare unaffordable for everyone except the poor and the wealthy.

Reply
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