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Hillary to Sexual Assault
Victims: "You Have The Right To
Be Heard, You Have The Right
To Be Believed"
Posted on September 14, 2015
 

At a press conference held Monday in Cedar Falls, Iowa, Democratic presidential candidate Hillary

Clinton addressed sexual assault on campus and how women should to respond to an attack. 

 

 

"Today I want to send a message to every survivor of sexual assault," Clinton said. "Don't let anyone

silence your voice. You have the right to be heard. You have the right to be believed and we're with you." 
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"There is a big divide between survivors who do not want to seek the criminal justice system for different

reasons and those who want to but are not sure that it would be responsive," Clinton said today. "So we

need to do a much better job on the fairness of the response so that people feel like whichever route they

go on campus or off they're going to be taken seriously, that doesn't mean that, you know, that there's no

process. There has to be one." 

 

Clinton said women should immediately be believed, starting a process to "determination as to what if

anything should be done about the claim that was made." 

 

"I think that when someone makes the claim, they come forward, they should be believed and that is what

starts the process and then there is a determination as to what if anything should be done about the claim

that was made," Clinton said. 

 

Clinton also said there needs to be an "increased prevention effort" to fend off future sexual predators. 

 

"We have to do an increased prevention effort," Clinton said. "This has to start much earlier. We are in a

real difficult environment with cultural pressures that are on young people, women and men to do more to

combat."
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